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"The essential characteristic of socialism is the denial of individual property rights;
under socialism, the right to property (which is the right of use and disposal) is
vested in 'society as a whole,' i.e., in the collective, with production and distribution
controlled by the state, i.e., by the government.
"Socialism may be established by force, as in the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics--or by vote, as in Nazi (National Socialist) Germany. The degree of
socialization may be total, as in Russia--or partial, as in England. Theoretically, the
differences are superficial; practically, they are only a matter of time. The basic
principle, in all cases, is the same.
"The alleged goals of socialism were: the abolition of poverty, the achievement of
general prosperity, progress, peace and human brotherhood. The results have been
a terrifying failure--terrifying, that is, if one's motive is men's welfare.
"Instead of prosperity, socialism has brought economic paralysis and/or collapse to
every country that tried it. The degree of socialization has been the degree of
disaster. The consequences have varied accordingly."
From: "The Monument Builders," from The Virtue of Selfishness, by Ayn Rand, c.
1964
"There is no difference between communism and socialism, except in the means of
achieving the same ultimate end: communism proposes to enslave men by force,
socialism--by vote. It is merely the difference between murder and suicide."
From: "Foreign Policy Drains U.S. of Main Weapon," by Ayn Rand, pub. in Los
Angeles Times, 9/9/62 G2
"Both 'socialism' and 'fascism' involve the issue of property rights. The right to
property is the right of use and disposal. Observe the difference in those two
theories; socialism negates private property rights altogether, and advocates 'the
vesting of ownership and control' in the community as a whole, i.e., in the state;
fascism leaves ownership in the hands of private individuals, but transfers control of
the property to the government.
"Ownership without control is a contradiction in terms: it means 'property,' without
the right to use it or to dispose of it. It means that the citizens retain the
responsibility of holding property, without any of its advantages, while the
government acquires all the advantages without any of the responsibility."
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From: "The New Fascism: Rule by Consensus," from Capitalism, the Unknown Ideal,
by Ayn Rand, c.1966
"The difference between [socialism and fascism] is superficial and purely formal,
but it is significant psychologically: it brings the authoritarian nature of a planned
economy crudely into the open.
"The main characteristic of socialism (and of communism) is public ownership of the
means of production, and, therefore, the abolition of private property. The right to
property is the right of use and disposal."
Quoting Ayn Rand from: The Fascist New Frontier, pamphlet, p. 5
[Adolf Hitler on Nazism and socialism:] "Each activity and each need of the
individual will thereby be regulated by the party as the representative of the
general good. There will be no license, no free space, in which the individual
belongs to himself. This is Socialism--not such trifles as the private possession of
the means of production. Of what importance is that if I range men firmly within a
discipline they cannot escape? Let them then own land or factories as much as they
please. The decisive factor is that the State, through the party, is supreme over
them, regardless whether they are owners or workers. All that, you see, is
unessential. Our Socialism goes far deeper."
"Why need we trouble to socialize banks and factories? We socialize human beings."
Adolf Hitler to Hermann Rauschning, quoted in The Ominous Parallels, by Leonard
Peikoff C. 1982
Fascism/Nazism:
"Under fascism, men retain the semblance or pretense of private property, but the
government holds total power over its use and disposal.
"The dictionary definition of fascism is: "a governmental system with strong
centralized power, permitting no opposition or criticism, controlling all affairs of the
nation (industrial, commercial, etc.), emphasizing an aggressive nationalism"[The
American College Dictionary, New York: Random House, 1957.]
"Under fascism, citizens retain the responsibilities of owning property, without
freedom to act and without any of the advantages of ownership. Under socialism,
government officials acquire all the advantages of ownership, without any of the
responsibilities, since they do not hold title to the property, but merely the right to
use it--at least until the next purge. In either case, the government officials hold the
economic, political and legal power of life or death over the citizens.
"Needless to say, under either system, the inequalities of income and standard of
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living are greater than anything possible under a free economy--and a man's
position is determined, not by his productive ability and achievement, but by
political pull and force."
Quoting Ayn Rand from: The Fascist New Frontier, pamphlet, p. 5
"Contrary to the Marxists, the Nazis did not advocate public ownership of the means
of production. They did demand that the government oversee and run the nation's
economy. The issue of legal ownership, they explained, is secondary; what counts is
the issue of control. Private citizens, therefore, may continue to hold titles to
property--so long as the state reserves to itself the unqualified right to regulate the
use of their property.
"If "ownership" means the right to determine the use and disposal of material
goods, then Nazism endowed the state with every real prerogative of ownership.
What the individual retained was merely a formal deed, a contentless deed, which
conferred no rights on its holder. Under communism, there is collective ownership
of property de jure. Under Nazism, there is the same collective ownership de facto."
From: The Ominous Parallels, ch. 9, pb.18, by Dr. Leonard Peikoff, C. 1982
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